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not take offence at what I say. In you I have the
greatest confidence. I hear on all sides that your modera-
tion and sense of justice, together with your good common
sense, places you above all the other delegates, not except-
ing ours. The Emperor Alexander has assured me of
this. He says we can place absolute reliance in your
word. I have always had the greatest admiration for
the country of your birth. You are a foreigner with
all the traditions of one fighting for the peace and welfare
of the country of your adoption."

Father, I think, was pleased. He is a foreigner and is
proud of it. ...

DECEMBER 22

An answer to-day. The fisheries and Mississippi clauses
to be withdrawn and to be referred to further negotia-
tions. It would be withdrawn so as not to be mentioned
in the treaty.

Father now sees clearly the avowed wish of the English
Government to make peace. . . .

DECEMBER 24

The treaty was signed to-day in the refectory of the
monastery. Later on there was a solemn service in the
cathedral; it was most impressive. We all attended as
well as the Intendant, all the officers and the high officials
of Ghent.

CHRISTMAS DAY

The British delegates very civilly asked us to dinner.
The roast beef and plum pudding was from England,
and everybody drank everybody else's health. The
band played first "God Save the King/' to the toast of
the King, and "Yankee Doodle," to the toast of the
President. Congratulations on all sides and a general
atmosphere of serenity; it was a scene to be remembered.emain united or we will fail. . . ."
